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The North School Sixth Form  

Welcome  

Putting Achievement First  

м 

During your time at The North School Sixth Form you will be challenged and encouraged. Your Sixth 
Form experiences will shape your future and will set the path for your adult life. You will also be     
supported in whatever post-Sixth Form route you choose, whether that be a university, apprenticeship 
or employment. 

Sixth Form students play an important role in the life of our school community.  They contribute      
actively to a variety of events and routines that involve younger students.  In addition to the academic 
successes we are keen to develop studentsô leadership.  We also encourage our Sixth Form students 
to participate in enrichment activities that develop personal and social skills.  Our careers guidance 
programme can only be described as outstanding.  This comprehensive student development      
package prepares you for a wide range of future progression routes.  

The North School also has a uniquely supportive ethos.  The experienced pastoral team is an integral 
part of the Sixth Form.  Our students are provided with distinctive pastoral care that leads to the     
development of their confidence and independence.  Excellent pastoral provision, as well as          
ambitious, friendly and welcoming nurture of our students generates an environment in which         
students become confident and well-rounded young adults who are well prepared for the next stage 
of their adult life. 
 
We wish you well in your studies and look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form.  

Mrs A Lawrence 
Head of School  

We are delighted to introduce you to The North School Sixth Form.  
We are very proud of the Sixth Form successes and its strong        
reputation in the community.  

We have a traditional approach to the expectations of our students 
and encourage them to treat each other and our staff with care,    
courtesy and consideration.  They are taught to always try their very 
best at whatever they do and to value the progress they make as    
individuals.  

The ethos of the Sixth Form is one of high expectations and challenge 
in which independence and responsibility are fostered and the        
potential of each individual student is developed further.  The North 
School Sixth Form has an excellent record of achievement in a full 
range of public examinations, both academic and vocational. 



 
Embarking on Sixth Form life is very different from your     
earlier compulsory schooling.  The leap in expectation and 
the intensity and challenge of studying level 3 courses is    
significant.  At The North School you will benefit from a      
student-centred support system established to ensure that 
you derive maximum benefit from your time in the Sixth Form.  
We benefit from a unique Community structure in the Sixth 
Form which includes the Head of Sixth Form, Learning   
Leader, Pastoral Support Staff, a Sixth Form Course Manager 
and dedicated Careers Guidance staff.  This team of          
educational professionals working on your behalf means that 
there is always someone to whom you can talk to. 
 
Whilst developing independence is an important part of Sixth 

Form life, teamwork and partnerships are essential to ensuring success.  Employers and visiting       
educational experts have a very valuable contribution to make and a programme of visitors and        
external speakers run throughout the year.  We also regard parent/carers as supportive partners in 
your education and we provide them with regular updates on your progress as required.  Parent/carers 
have direct access to the Sixth Form Principal and other members of the Sixth Form Management 
team should contact be required. 
 
Our head boy, head girl and their deputies are selected from the Sixth Form.  These students have an 
important ambassadorial role and are also the leading representatives for the student voice.  All Sixth 
Form students have an important role to play in the organisation of regular social and charitable events 
which provide opportunities for students to take leading roles and work with the community. 
 
Since successful progression into employment, university or further training is ultimately your goal, you 
will be given support with UCAS applications, opportunities to visit universities, and comprehensive  
careers guidance.  In an increasingly competitive marketplace it is essential that you take every        
opportunity to develop your skills, understanding and experience so that you are able to realise your 
ambitions.  We place emphasis on academic achievement, increasing your self-confidence and        
developing a sense of community responsibility.  In return we ask that you take a full and active part in 
the life of The North School Sixth Form and act as positive role models for younger students. 
 
In 2017 we achieved our best set of post-16 results ever, enabling almost 50% of our students to     
progress into University and others into the world of work. 
 
Our recent Ofsted inspection rated the Sixth Form as ñGoodò stating ñthe quality of teaching has       
remained strong in both academic and vocational courses.  As a result, students, including those who 
are disadvantaged, make good progress, often better than other students nationally, in both academic 
and vocational qualificationsò.  
 
Mr B Robbins 
Head of Sixth Form  

 Year 12 Courses  Sixth Form Life  
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Level 3 Courses  
Your choice of Level 3 subjects is an important decision.  You should choose; subjects which you are 
good at (ask your teachers), subjects which will be suitable or necessary for certain careers and 
those which you enjoy.  
  
Students wishing to follow Level 3 courses should select three subjects from those offered in 
Blocks A, B, C, D or E.  Please ensure that you select only one course from each Option 
Block.  Students may also make a fourth option choice if they wish.  Courses such as the   
Extended Project and Core Maths can only be a fourth choice. 
  
To undertake A Level courses you must have five A*- C/9-4 grades (including a 4+ in English and 
Maths) and a B or grade 6 in the subject you wish to study.  Some A level subjects will have higher 
entry requirements and these are detailed in the Entry Requirements section of the Course            
Information. 
  
Students may select all A Level Pathway courses, all BTEC Pathway courses, or a combination of 
these.  Students wishing to following a BTEC pathway must have five A*-C/9-4 grades (including a 
4+ in English and Maths) and at least a C or a Merit in the subject they wish to study.  Please note 
that, where courses are offered as single and double option, students wishing to study the 
double option must select both of the blocks the subject appears in.  Any student who does not 
achieve Maths or English at Level 4 or above will be expected to study these alongside their other 
courses.   
  

Please be aware that we aim to run all courses, but some may not run if an insufficient     

number of applications are received.  In the unlikely event of this happening, we will do our 

best to offer you a suitable alternative. 

 

Level 2 Courses  
Students who do not have five A*-C/9-4 grades at GCSE, including Maths and English at a Level 4 
can make their choices from the Level 2 pathways offered.  These courses are equivalent to GCSE 
grades A*-C/9-4 and are a stepping stone to advanced level study. 
  
Students wishing to follow Level 2 courses of study should select one of the Level 2 option 
pathway.  It is not possible to mix and match courses to create an individual pathway. 
  
Any student who does not achieve Maths or English at Level 4 or above will be expected to continue 
to study these. 
 

Please be aware that we aim to run all courses, but some may not run if an insufficient     

number of applications are received.  In the unlikely event of this happening, we will do our 

best to offer you a suitable alternative. 

 

 

 Selecting Your Year 12 Courses  

о 



п
 

T
h
e
 
N
o
r
t
h
 
S
c
h
o
o
l
 
C
u
r
r
i
c
u
l
u
m
 
P
l
a
n

 

  
B
L
O
C
K
 
A

 
B
L
O
C
K
 
B

 
B
L
O
C
K
 
C

 
B
L
O
C
K
 
D

 
B
L
O
C
K
 
E

 

A
 
l
e
v
e
l

 

G
e
o
g
r
a
p
h
y

 
M
e
d
i
a
 
S
t
u
d
i
e
s

 
H
i
s
t
o
r
y

 
P
s
y
c
h
o
l
o
g
y

 
E
n
g
l
i
s
h
 
L
i
t
e
r
a
t
u
r
e

 

L
a
w 

A
r
t

 
S
o
c
i
o
l
o
g
y

 
P
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
y

 
  

  
M
a
t
h
e
m
a
t
i
c
s

  
  

  
  

  
  

C
o
r
e
 
M
a
t
h
e
m
a
t
i
c
s

 
  

  
  

B
T
E
C 

  

F
i
n
a
n
c
e

 
H
e
a
l
t
h
 
&
 
S
o
c
i
a
l
 
C
a
r
e

 
(
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
&
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

H
e
a
l
t
h
 
&
 
S
o
c
i
a
l
 
C
a
r
e
 

(
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

S
p
o
r
t

 
(
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
&
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

A
p
p
l
i
e
d
 
S
c
i
e
n
c
e

 
(
s
i
n
g
l
e
)

 

  
B
u
s
i
n
e
s
s

 
(
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

I
C
T 

(
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

B
u
s
i
n
e
s
s

 
(
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
&
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

S
p
o
r
t

 
(
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

  
  

  
  

I
C
T 

(
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
&
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
)

 

  
  

  
E
x
t
e
n
d
e
d
 
P
r
o
j
e
c
t
 
Q
u
a
l
i
f
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
 
(
E
P
Q
)
 
i
s
 
a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
 
t
o
 
a
l
l
 
L
e
v
e
l
 
3
 
s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
.

  
 

    
F
o
r
 
a
l
l
 
B
T
E
C
 
s
u
b
j
e
c
t
s
 
a
p
a
r
t
 
f
r
o
m
 
B
u
s
i
n
e
s
s
 
S
t
u
d
i
e
s
,
 
s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
 
s
t
u
d
y
i
n
g
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
 
o
p
t
i
o
n
 
a
l
s
o
 
a
t
t
e
n
d
 
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
o
p
t
i
o
n
 
l
e
s
s
o
n
s
.

 

  F
o
r
 
B
u
s
i
n
e
s
s
 
S
t
u
d
i
e
s
,
 
s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
 
f
o
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 
d
o
u
b
l
e
 
o
p
t
i
o
n
 
a
l
s
o
 
a
t
t
e
n
d
 
l
e
s
s
o
n
s
 
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
s
a
m
e
 
t
i
m
e
 
a
s
 
t
h
o
s
e
 
s
t
u
d
y
i
n
g
 
s
i
n
g
l
e
 
o
p
t
i
o
n
.

 
  

L
e
v
e
l
 
2

 

  

B
u
s
i
n
e
s
s
 
&
 
F
i
n
a
n
c
e

 

  

  

  

S
p
o
r
t
 
&
 
A
c
t
i
v
i
t
y
 
L
e
a
d
e
r
s
h
i
p

 

  

  

  

T
r
a
v
e
l
 
&
 
T
o
u
r
i
s
m
 
&
 
R
e
t
a
i
l

 

  

  

  
  

E
n
g
l
i
s
h
 
a
n
d
 
M
a
t
h
s
 
r
e

-s
i
t
s
 
t
o
 
b
e
 
o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 
t
o
 
L
e
v
e
l
 
3
 
a
n
d
 
L
e
v
e
l
 
2
 
s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
.

 



Art  
Block B 

 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students will be provided with the opportunity to produce Art work associated with two or more of the          
endorsements below. 
 

Enrichment: Trips to the National Gallery and external locations for the production of artwork where            
appropriate.  

 COURSE CONTENT 

Coursework: Personal investigation including supporting studies, practical outcomes and a written personal 
study of at least 1000 words (theme is student led), work is completed in lesson time and at home (60% of 
qualification). 
 
Externally set assignment: Theme is set by the exam board. Students have a time frame to work within, to 
prepare (during lessons and at home between February and April in the second year of study) and have time 
under exam conditions (in April/May in second year of study) to complete their final piece (40% of            
qualification). 

 ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 

Part 1: Practical work (course work: 60%) 
Students will produce the following work, developing their artistic skills and understanding, supported by their 
class teacher: 
¶ Supporting studies: practical and written work (annotation, artist studies, written analysis, experiments 

with materials and techniques, photographs and observational drawings). 
¶ Practical outcome(s): a final piece based on the research from their supporting studies. 
¶ Personal study: a written study of at least 1000 words. 
 
Part 2: Externally set assignment (40%).  
Students will produce the following work in response to a theme or question set by the exam board. 
¶ Supporting studies: teachers will be able to support students to produce practical and written work 

(annotation, artist studies, written analysis, experiments with materials and techniques.  Photographs 
and observational drawings). 

¶ Practical outcome(s): a final piece based on the research from their supported studies produced under 
exam conditions (independently). 

 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

Students will need to purchase their own sketchbooks, canvasses and may wish to buy their own            
drawing and painting equipment. р 



 FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES 

This qualification may form part of the entry requirements for progression to higher education/university                                  
or employment in the Creative and Media Sector. You could take this course with other advanced level       
courses to prepare for higher education in areas of art and design, photography, architecture or more general 
higher education courses.  With further training, you could go into a job related to art and design such as an 
Architect, Interior or Fashion Designer.  The course will also encourage you to explore your creative mind and 
help you develop the basic skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across industry are 
looking for.  

 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

A minimum of five A*-C/9-4 grades at GCSE, including English and a minimum B/2 grade in Art. 

 FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information on the requirements and content of this course, please contact Mr Callan.  

с 


